Maternal employment, maternal care and pediatric visits for minor acute illnesses.
The purpose of these analyses, based on a prospective follow-up of 532 children, was to describe reported use of three maternal care actions for minor illness episodes, and to determine if maternal employment, as well as other sociodemographic factors, were associated with maternal care behaviors prior to each child's first pediatric acute-care visit. Two factors were associated with greater use of maternal care prior to an illness episode: the mother not working outside the home and less satisfaction with medical care. These results are consistent with the hypothesis that employed women with child-care arrangements are more likely than are other women to seek medical care for symptoms that are minor and can be managed with family-initiated care.